I first met SARAH in 2016 when I served as a criminal justice and law enforcement panelist for a group of teens. The topic was the recent killings of Alton Sterling and Philando Castille and the social unrest that existed at the time because of the racial injustice their deaths highlighted. I immediately took note of her ability to express her thoughts on the broader issues of the cases and her willingness to respectfully challenge not only the status quo, but the panel of experts before her. She demonstrated an ability to support her position with data while also exhibiting an understanding of the societal conditions that led up to that point. The way she was able to articulate her thoughts was well beyond her years and surpassed that of many of her peers at the table. Impressed with her intellect, courage, and advocacy, I committed to supporting her in the pursuit of her career aspirations beginning in her undergraduate years. Since then, as a member of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System, I have selected her to receive the For Our Future Scholarship for her four-year tenure at [SCHOOL I CURRENTLY GO TO]. My encouragement continues to this next level of her academic aspirations. 
It is important to note that while SARAH's early undergraduate academic transcript does not accurately reflect her scholarly aptitude, it is a testament to her ability to overcome obstacles, her determination, discipline, commitment to personal growth, and her ability to self-evaluate and implement corrective strategies. Those qualities will serve her well in a rigorous graduate program. Her pursuit of excellence is evident in an evaluation of her grades over the past four semesters, including the 4.0 GPA she earned in the summer of 2020 while carrying 12 credit hours. 
SARAH's interest in being a voice for her community and in developing solutions that enables it to thrive has never waned. Her interest in the field was reinforced by her work as a summer intern with an Orleans Parish Criminal District Court judge and an Appellate Court judge at the Louisiana Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal during the summers of her undergraduate years. Her leadership has been recognized by an invitation for membership into The National Society of Leadership and Success as well as other extracurricular activities in her community. I continue to be impressed with SARAH's dedication to the unrepresented and underrepresented members of people in her community and beyond. This commitment is evident in her many volunteer experiences. The blend of academic potential and humanitarian qualities is what makes her well suited for this program. Our community will benefit from her fire and passion to uplift and advocate on behalf of others. 
SARAH is a bright individual, with the intelligence, energy, compassion, and determination that will make her a valuable member and asset to the [SCHOOL IM APPLYING TO].. It is without reservation that I enthusiastically recommend SARAH for admission into your prestigious program. 
Thank you for your consideration, and I hope you look favorably upon her application. 

